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What are Worldschoolers?
• The general understanding of this term that evolved out of the
homeschooling/unschooling movement is that worldschooling involves the
intentional act of viewing the entire world as one’s classroom. Some
Worldschoolers also co-identify as expatriates, Third Culture Kids or even
global nomads as the term encompasses multiple views not only as to how
families and their children learn from the world but how they live and work.

What are Worldschoolers?
• It is a concept of living and learning that seems to be growing rapidly, fueled
by the ability of parents to earn a living via remote work.
• The term has been credited to Eli Gerzon who was an unschooled young
adult and expanded on the idea that travel was an education in itself. Lainie
Liberti took over from Gerzon in expanding the ideology and has thousands
of followers on social media and her award-winning blog and TEDx talk that
describe how she has raised and educated her son while traveling the world.

History of the Term
• Raising children who travel or move to international locations relatively frequently is not a

new concept and children have been previously termed Third Culture Kids (TCKs) as
coined in the 1950s by Ruth Useem. TCKs have more recently been narrowly described as
“a person who has spent a significant part of his or her developmental years outside the
parent’s culture.” Traditionally, TCKs were children of missionary families, diplomats, or
those working for international corporations who moved out of their home country for
work.

• Many families with this lifestyle see themselves as expatriates (expats) which tends to imply a

longer stay in a country or one in which the host country or corporation is paying for the
family to live there. Expats receive visas and work rights for the overseas country they live
within. Others who live long term in international locations may fall into the Global Nomad
category whereby they are traveling for varying lengths of time to international locations but
are not fully settled in one place (nomadic) nor receiving visas or salary linked to the specific
country they are in.

Alternative Education
• Worldschooling does have roots in the alternative school movement of unschooling and

counter-culture grassroots perspectives to raising children however many families with more
traditional homeschooling backgrounds seem to also be choosing this approach.

• Homeschooling has grown in popularity in the US over the last couple of decades going

from 850,000 in 1999 to 1,690.000 in 2016. This represented 1.7% then 3.3% respectively of
the population of US children in kindergarten through grade 12.

• Unschooling is an offshoot or counter-culture movement of the more mainstream

homeschooling term and is often credited to philosopher John Holt from the 1960s and 70s

• According to researchers homeschooling is now viewed as a mainstream choice in education
and is growing around the world including in Australia, Canada, France, Hungary, Japan,
Kenya, Russia, Mexico, South Korea, Thailand, and the United Kingdom

Data Collection
• The data for this study were collected via survey research aimed at reaching a wide sample

of global families who self-identify as “worldschooling.” The survey links were sent out to
large Facebook (FB) groups that are aimed at parents who have freely chosen to join the
group either to learn more about worldschooling, or find a community practicing a lifestyle
similar to that which they have already adopted.

• Group sizes range from 47,000 to 500 and individual members are located around the world.
The groups ranged in longevity with the largest, “Worldschoolers,” having been started in
2007 and consisting of 47,000 members and the newest, “We are worldschoolers,” having
3,300 members and started in 2018. Each group has its own leaning or perspective toward
worldschooling with some designed for single parents or families that are on the road
permanently, or those traveling with special needs children. However, all groups clearly state
their purpose to be focused on parents and children who identify as “Worldschoolers.”

Research Question 1:How do parents who self-identity as Worldschoolers
describe what the term “worldschooling” means to them?
• Of the sample, 136 (N = 147) provided terms that described they felt best

described worldschooling. Travel, Freedom, Culture, Learning, Experience,
and Adventure were all identified more than 10% of the time.

• The respondents were then prompted to provide a longer description of

their beliefs toward what worldschooling is to them and 140 answered. Two
themes that very clearly presented themselves were those of actively learning
from the world by Experiential Learning activities and a strong belief in
Cultural Immersion.

Research Question 2: What are the demographics of
families who self-identity as Worldschoolers?
• The sample shares a high level of ability to speak more than one language with 7.5% having 4 or more

languages spoken and only 31% being monolingual. Languages spoken include: Arabic, Chinese, English,
French, Russian, Spanish, Portuguese, Japanese, German, Hindi/Urdu, Punjabi, and Bengali.

• Just over half of the respondents (52%) reported their children were monolingual but 10 (6.78%) had

children who spoke four or more languages. So, while the children of the respondents do have a high level
of knowing additional languages, the percentage has dropped from the parental ability.

• The respondents are quite highly educated with 38% holding graduate/advanced degrees and only 3.4%

reporting having a high school level education and no university or technical training. Almost a third (29%)
are not in the workplace and say their primary job is to parent. Another 20% are in the field of education but
the other half of the sample are spread across multiple career paths.

• Annual family income reflects this more educated populace with almost a third (30.83) earning over $100,000
per year. Still another third fell below $50,000 which perhaps reflects a sample with a high number of parents
choosing to be caregivers with their children thus creating single-earner families.

What country are you in right now?

Research Question 3: How do parents who self-identity as Worldschoolers
describe their educational choices for their children?
• More than two thirds of the sample identified themselves in the homeschooling (38%) or unschooling realm
(29%) with only about one quarter currently using private or government formal schools.

• A large proportion (61%) of the parents stated they were happy with their educational choice and would not
change it with only 10% stating they were unhappy. Of those who chose “other” (11%) they qualitatively
described being in the process or pondering change.

• Two themes jumped out from these comments with the first being that of Individualizing Education to adapt
for their children. The second theme focused on Initiating Travel to Evoke Change in educational choices.

• Ten percent marked “other” and then described variations of the response categories such as “one child

unschooling and one in public school,” “Mandarin School,” “CNED; French curriculum for traveling
families,” and similar mixes where some children in the family were in formal education and others home
educating.

Conclusions
• Experience and learning were strongly emphasized by the sample and this clearly aligns to Experiential
Learning Theory which defines learning as “the process whereby knowledge is created through the
transformation of experience. Knowledge results from the combination of grasping and transforming
experience” (Kolb, 1984).

• Worldschoolers also use Vygotsky’s Social Learning Theory to support the importance of community and

the broader social aspect of how we learn. They remind us that “…learning spaces extend beyond the
teacher and the classroom. They include socialization into a wider community of practice that involves
membership, identity formation, transitioning from novice to expert through mentorship and experience in
the activities of the practice…” (Kolb & Kolb, 2009).

• This is a philosophy built by Kolb on the shoulders of scholars such as William James, John Dewey, Kurt

Lewin, Carl Rogers, and Paulo Freire [13]. Kolb and Kolb expand on the notion of learning spaces and state
it takes time and freedom for experiences to cognitively translate into learning

Conclusions
• This concept of Worldschooling is not necessarily a new one as families have
long emigrated or moved frequently to other countries. But it is a growing
phenomenon that has its roots in a more counter-culture and yet with the
advent of digital learning and mobile careers, is becoming increasingly
mainstream.

• Long-term research will be needed to see the full impact on children growing
up with this global influence but one can hope that by parents providing the
freedom and experiences where learning can take place, children will thrive.

Questions?

